
 

www.forsythbeekeepersclub.org  

FACEBOOK – ForsythBeekeepersClub (Forsyth County, GA) 

FBC's NEXT MEETING:   24 MAR 2016 @ 6:30 PM 

University of North Georgia, 300 Aquatic Circle, Cumming GA 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 

 

 Bob Binnie and his wife Suzette own and run the Blue Ridge Honey Company in the Blue 

Ridge Mountains of Northeast Georgia.  Bob has been president of the Georgia Beekeepers 

Association, and in 2003 was the Georgia State Beekeeper of the Year.  Bob’s topic will be Nucs 

and Splits, which of course is of interest this time of year.  

The Club’s First Field Trip 
 Coincidentally our club’s very first field trip, was on 5 MAR to Bob Binnie’s Blue Ridge 
Honey Company.  There were about 45 club members, - lots of pictures on facebook. 

 

 

http://www.forsythbeekeepersclub.org/
http://ung.edu/campuses/cumming/maps-directions.php
http://www.ent.uga.edu/bees/personnel/documents/BerrySeptember2008.pdf
http://www.blueridgehoneycompany.com/
http://www.northgeorgiaartsguild.com/brushstrokes/?attachment_id=1083


CLUB BUSINESS 
The Club’s 19th Annual Beginners Bee School (12 MAR - Day 1) 

Day 2 (23 APR) – Hands on – All are encouraged to participate!! 
 

 We have definitely out grown our previous venues.  This year our regular 

club meetings have each had almost 90 beekeepers, also our Beginners 

Beekeeping Class, for the first time had over 60 in attendance.  Thru connections, 

we were able to obtain the auditorium at the National Guard Armory.  Our bi-laws 

state our club’s mission is to pass along information about honey bees and 

beekeeping to all individuals, families and groups that are interested. Our club can 

only meet our goals because of the efforts of our members who volunteer their 

time – and we do not take their work for granted.  Special thanks to: Hoyt, Kelley, 

Joe, Kim & Karen. Lily & Marty, Teri, Marc, Bill, Butch, Ann and Jay. 

 

 

 
 



Nuc update 

 Full nuc payments are expected at the beginning of the meeting this 

Thursday.   Any nucs unpaid for will be sold to anyone who can make full 

payment.   We will also raffle the last nuc.  The estimated delivery of the nucs is mid-

APR.  As soon as there is a confirmed pick up date and time, those who ordered will 

be notified by Kelley Campbell through e-mail.  There are nucs still available. 

THE CLUB’S LIBRARY 
 Our new club librarian, Beth Pass, has taken it upon herself to finally bring 

our library up to the technology of the 21st century.  Select LIBRARY on the home 

page of the club’s website.  Included is a list of all books which the club members 

have access to as well as circulation guidelines.  Thanks for your efforts Beth. 

IN THE GEORGIA HIVE 
 This is the time of year for beekeepers to often inspect all hives for queen cells. There 

are different kinds of queen cells built under 3 different impulses of the bees (Emergency, 

Supercedure and Swarming).  Swarming is something as beekeepers we try to prevent, but the 

condition of hive will determine a course of action for the beekeeper to take:  Is the existing 

queen healthy and doing her job?  Swarm cells are prime quality queens for making splits.  etc… 

Identification of Queen Cells 

 1) - Emergency - When the queen is missing, a queen cell is built on an existing worker larvae.  

The queen may have died of natural causes or the beekeeper may have killed her during hive 

manipulation.  Because of the missing queen there is a break in egg laying and haste does not 

allow for usual queen cell preparation.  Instead of being developed from an egg or larvae in a 

normal queen cup, the nurse bees will start to feed the occupant of a normal horizontal worker 

cell.  The selected occupant is fed royal jelly and the outer rim of her cell is extended downward 

to make room for the increased size of the queen.  Therefore unlike the other 2 prepared 

queen cells the 

emegency cell, 

having never been a 

cup, has a right-

angle bend in the 

middle.  Queens 

developed in an 

emergency cell are 

inferior compared to 

those developed in a 

swarm cell.       Emergency queen cells are bent 
 

2) – Supercedure - Replacement of a queen that is still laying eggs.  When the hive is dissatisfied 

with their queen, or she has suffered an injury, for the good of the hive the workers will try to 

http://www.forsythbeekeepersclub.org/Library.html
http://beesource.com/point-of-view/walt-wright/are-they-supersedure-or-swarm-cells/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_bee


replace her.  Bee colonies will normally have a couple of empty queen cups, and that doesn’t 

mean they are going to make a new queen.  However, look in them when you see them, 

because once an egg is placed in the queen cup the workers will draw it out into a vertical 

supercedure cell.  Supercedure queen cups, and cells will occur in the middle of a brood frame 

usually no more than 2-3 in number.   Supercedure and emergency queen cells usually do not 

require elimination by the beekeeper, the only possible action would be to obtain a higher 

quality replacement queen. 

Supercedure queen cells are straight, on the face of a frame 
 

Empty Queen Cup 

 

Supercedure Queen Cell 

 

 

2 Supercedure Queen Qells 

    

 

3) - Swarm – This time of year, if the hive is very strong and active, and the queen is laying a lot 

of eggs the bees may get the urge to swarm.  With this urge the bees will provide the queen 

cells that provide the most capable queens.  These completely vertical cell ‘cups’ always occur 

in the bottom of the frame and may be as many as a dozen 

Swarm queen cells are on the bottom of the frames 

  
 

******************************************************************** 

BEEKEEPING SEASONAL RESPONSIBILITIES  

SPRING 
 In Cumming, GA Spring occurs at ‘0 dark 30’ (1230 AM) on 20 MAR 2016.  But the bees 

and blooming plants don’t know that, and they have already started their Spring activities.  The 

Spring responsibilities of the beekeeper essentially fall into three categories:  

1) - Feeding the bees. 

2) - Swarm control. 

3) - Increasing the size of the hive body. 

 

 

http://honeybeesuite.com/is-it-a-swarm-cell-or-a-supersedure-cell/
http://www.ent.uga.edu/bees/get-started/management-synopsis-georgia.html


Feeding Bees 
 Despite some warm sunny days, we may have cold spells during the next 

four weeks.  Our first serious nectar flow will most likely occur in mid-April.  It is 

best to keep feeding (2:1, water:sugar) to encourage the bees to increase the 

forager population to be ready for the first nectar flow in APR.  (It is better to 

have the sugar water there if they don’t need it, than not have it there if they do 

need it!).  Remember, pollen is the honey bee’s primary source of food and even 

though most plants may not be blooming, bees are presently bringing lots of 

pollen into the hive. 
 

Swarm Control 
 If bees have unused space in the hive this may discourage them from 

swarming.  Because we may still have some cold nights rather than adding several 

supers at once it is recommended, until mid-Apr, that supers be added as they are 

needed (when the upper most super is 80% full then add another one).  But 

despite this the bees may still get the urge to swarm.  That is why it is essential 

the beekeeper (or her husband), every 7-10 days, closely check all brood frames 

for queen cells.  Swarming is the natural way the bees ensure their propagation.  

Since it seriously reduces the hive’s population and therefore the amount of 

honey the hive can produce, swarming is something a beekeeper should prevent.  

 If swarm queen cells are discovered they must be removed or destroyed 

immediately!  Doing so will prevent swarming.  It is easy to cut them out with a 

hive tool or remove the entire frame to start a new hive (called a ‘split’- cost 

effective).  
 

Supering 
 Now is the time to make sure all your extra supers, frames and foundations 

are cleaned, moth free and ready to be used. 

 If the hive is growing and very active there are two reasons to increase the 

size of the hive.  You want to ensure the hive has enough empty storage for honey 

and pollen in order to prevent the workers from storing food in cells the queen 

may need to use for laying eggs.  It is essential the queen is able to lay eggs 

unrestricted, to ensure the timely arrival of thousands of foragers for the first 

nectar flow. 

 Also the honey bee will work hard to fill every void (“busy as a bee”), 

actually if given enough room (additional honey supers) they can make about 50% 

more honey than they need.  It is as if the honey bees are making honey 

specifically for us. 

 



2016 FBC EVENTS CALENDAR 

JANUARY 

 20 JAN, WEDNESDAY - FBC monthly meeting, guest speaker Dr. Keith Delaplane 

FEBRUARY 

 02 FEB, TUESDAY ï rescheduled January Meeting  

 13 FEB - Georgia Beekeepers Spring Meeting ï Gordon State College in Barnesville, GA 

 25 FEB ï FBC monthly meeting, guest speaker Nicholas Weaver 

MARCH 

5 MAR ï Road Trip!! ï Tour Bob Binnieôs facility (1030 ï 1230) in Lakemount, GA 

8 MAR ï Science night at Shiloh Elementary 

 12 MAR ï Bee School (Part 1) Classroom (0900 ï 1600) Armory_ 

24 MAR ï FBC monthly meeting, guest speaker Bob Binnie, topic óNucôs and Splitsô. 

 Young Harris Institute on 19 ï 21 May is 80% sold out 

APRIL 

¶ 16 APR ï NUC delivery at Dunnôs Bee yard 

¶ 23 APR - Bee School (Part 2, 0900 ï 1600)) ï Field (Hands On) at Dunnôs Bee Yard 

¶ 28 APR ï FBC monthly meeting, Q&A 

¶ 30 APR ï Rain Date - Bee School (Part 2) 

MAY 

¶ 7 MAY ï Queen Rearing School 

¶ 14 MAY ï Certification Exam 

¶ 15 MAY ï Pick up Queens ï After 1400 at Bill Dunnôs house 

¶ 19 ï 21 MAY ï Young Harris Beekeeping Institute, 

¶ 26 MAY ï FBC monthly meeting, guest speaker Dr. Paul Arnold, topic óHoneybee Botanyô 

JUNE  

¶ 23 JUN ï FBC monthly meeting, guest speaker Keith Fielder, topic óMites and Moreô 

JULY 

¶ 16 JUL ï Disease and Disorder Class at Dunnôs Bee Yard 

¶ 28 JUL ï FBC monthly meeting, guest speaker Jennifer Berry 

AUGUST 

¶ 25 AUG ï FBC monthly meeting, Welsh Honey Judge Rodney Garner will discuss 

preparation for the SEP Honey Competition, etc. 

SEPTEMBER 

¶ 22 SEP ï FBC monthly meeting, Honey Competition, Speaker TBA 

OCTOBER 

¶ 7-8 OCT ï Georgia Beekeepers Fall Meeting 

¶ 6ï16 OCT ï Cumming Country Fair and Festival 

¶ 27 OCT ï FBC monthly meeting 

NOVEMBER 

¶ 17 NOV ï FBC Holiday Dinner 

http://www.ent.uga.edu/bees/personnel/documents/BerrySeptember2008.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuc
http://www.ent.uga.edu/bees/get-started/installing-packaged-bees.html
http://www.ent.uga.edu/Bees/documents/2016Program.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1K4oSVBLmEOQfnVB9wu3iDn1NfZKlHDEq6mGPNXrH0EA/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://www.yhc.edu/academics/math-science/faculty/paul-arnold
http://extension.uga.edu/about/staff/index.cfm?pk_id=4888
http://www.ent.uga.edu/bees/personnel/berry.html
https://m.facebook.com/UGAHoneyBeeLab/posts/971450226254106
http://www.gabeekeeping.com/index.html
http://www.cummingfair.net/calendar-of-events/cumming-country-fair-and-festival/


KEEPING IT LOCAL! 
Any club members who have a bee related product to sell, may list their items here. 

Swarm Removal:  Mark Hughes, 770-356-1025 

Honey and Honey Bee Products ð Bill Dunn, - 770-630-2742 

Sugar @ ~ 30ȼ/lb.  ð Christine Fahrnbauer, - 770-619-9861 

Want to sell some honey?  A club member, Philip Christopher will buy any honey you 

want to sell. 

Beekeeping Hardware ð 10 and 5 frame supers (Deep, Medium and Shallow), Bottom 

 Boards (Screened and Solid), Telescoping Covers, etc. 

  Contact Harold Lanier ð 678-471-7758 ð Harold@LanierConsultants.com 

 

 

2016 Forsyth Beekeepers Club Officers  

President:   Butch Shelton 

butchshelton@bellsouth.net 

770-366-3622 

Vice President:  Teri Meyer 

terimeyer7@aol.com 

770-235-5985 

Secretary and Facebook: 
  Kelley Campbell 

Kelleygirl53@hotmail.com 

Treasurer:   Hoyt Rogers 
 Hoytandjean@gmail.com  

770-479-1731 

Web Master:  Joe Bannister 
joeban1@bellsouth.net 

Letter Editor: Marc Conlyn 
rmarshallc@mail2marc.com  

770-713-1807  

Librarian: Beth Pass 
lpass5054@gmail.com 

Board Of Directors:   
Bill Dunn   

Andy Bailey 

mailto:Harold@LanierConsultants.com

